AN AUTOGRAPH                    609

kindness, and give me a place in their prayers.
May the dear Lord and Father of us all keep you
always under His protection.

The letter of the Moderator was intrusted, for
transmission to Mr. Whittier, to J. B. Braithwaite,
a well-known English Friend, who chanced to be
visiting Italy at that time, and who wrote to Mr.
Whittier from La Tour sur Pignerol: " Being in
these parts on a visit of Christian love to these
dear and interesting people, I have been intrusted
with the pleasing task of forwarding to thee the
accompanying cordial salutation from the Vaudois
Pasteurs, assembled at their Synod last week. Thy
little poem,' The Vaudois Colporteur,' has reached
their hearts, and awakened a very warm feeling of
Christian love. The Pasteur Charbonnier, the
Moderator of the Synod, is a loving, warm-hearted
Christian, and a man of considerable ability."

"The Vaudois Teacher" had currency in Eng-
land as being written by Mrs. Hemans, until an
English edition of Mr. Whittier's works was pub-
lished in 1842.

In the winter of 1875, as Mr. and Mrs. Claflin,
at whose house Whittier had been an honored
guest, were about sailing for Europe, he handed
them an envelope, saying, " I thought you might
like my autograph." These lines were inclosed:

" What shall I say, dear friends, to -whom I owe
The choicest blessings, dropping from the hands
Of trustful love and friendship, as you go
Forth on your journey to those older lands,
By saint and sage and bard and hero trod ?
Scarcely the simple farewell of the Friends